	Course: 
Conservation biology
	Doctoral School of Chemistry and Environmental Sciences

	Lecturer: Dr. Csilla Stenger-Kovács

	Academic title:
university professor

	Contact hours: 3

	Exam: oral and written exam

	Credit:6


	Aims: 
Understanding the environmental and biodiversity crisis is increasingly urgent. The course therefore aims to provide an understanding of the biological basis of conservation, the different levels of biodiversity and the options for its conservation.

	Thematic:
Nature conservation, its present-day situation, its links with nature conservation and its relationship to the environment.
 Biodiversity: genetic diversity, taxon diversity, ecological diversity and measurement of diversity. 
Distribution of biodiversity on Earth. 
Valuing biodiversity (direct and indirect use value, ethical values). 
Biodiversity threats (extinction, threat of extinction), conservation categories. 
Habitat destruction, fragmentation and degradation. 
Over-exploitation, invasive species and diseases. 
Invasion of species. 
Population and species-level conservation. 
Problems of small populations. 
								

	Suggested textbooks:
Sher, A. (2022). An introduction to conservation biology. Oxford University Press.
Van Dyke F. (2008). Conservation biology. Springer.
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